Creating A Winning Award
Application!

You can do it, too!

Please click through the slides at your own pace.



Application

The Application

Your first step will be to determine which award is most appropriate for your project. Some projects,

such as the one in this sample, will fit more than one award. While it is possible to submit the same
project for more than one award, clubs are encouraged to find the award that BEST fits the focus of

their project and submit only one application. The sample in this demonstration could have been

entered as a Garden Therapy project or a Community Garden project. As you read through the application,
think about which category you feel it would best fit. Hint: State Chairmen can always change the award
number if they feel the project better fits another award or if they have multiple applications for an award
and want to submit as many as possible. Just be sure the focus fits the award!

Your application cover sheet, including the number of the award for which you wish to compete, is the first
step in preparing your application.



Completing the Application Cover Sheet

To complete this form online, please download and save a blank copy to your computer. Open the
saved copy and fill in each blank. Save again. This will be the copy you send with your application.

NGC Award Application Cover Sheet Cover Sheet Completed as pdf

Used Adobe to “Combine”

State Award Nym ber State Award Name
o s o Carc cover sheet with application
NGC Award Number =~ NGC Award Name erapy ‘saraens .
Name of Group/Club/individual Applying for Award WhICh was prepared asad Word
Atfter Six Garden Club document.
If club, number of members 12 Award Size Group S I:l M I:I L
If state, number of clubs Award Size Group 5 ]:[ M D_ L If you dO nOt have thIS Adobe

Contact Name Pe‘te MI”ET

option, ask a friend or take

Email Wilbur101@att.net Phone 0B6-222-5864
address 356 N Belair Rd. the two pieces on a thumb
Evans GA 30809 drive (or hard copies if
. absolutely necessary) to a
Remember: all award region Deep South sate S€OrgIa 5 V)
L local office supply (Staples,
applications must be sent
State Awards Chairman Dian@ Malone FedEx, etc.) and ask them to

to your State Awards e dmalone@belisouth.net

Chai he Chai phone 221-476-2048 combine the files with the
airman. The Chairman nddress 6928 South View Ave.

cover sheet at the beginning.

will determine which GA 39812 :

. : Jesup. Your local library may also be
applications will be sent to | ' :
NGCI Is this project |:| New OR Continuing from previous work? a source for thls help

. Beginning date Spring 2015 Expected completion date OR Ongoing

ATTACH completed application. Unless noted in specific award description, all applications are limited to



Application

The Application

After filling out the Application Cover Sheet, write the story. Be sure to include all pertinent details.



Application

Application as originally written. Tells the story of your project from conception to conclusion.

In 2015 some of the 13 members of the After Six Garden Club in Augusta, Georgia were busily
decorating a Christmas tree in the playroom at the local Ronald McDonald House (RMH). The volunteer
coordinator came by and mentioned that they were looking for a group to plant and take care of the
vegetable gardens in their courtyard. She noted that the gardens had been installed when the facility
was built (approximately 2 years prior), but had never been utilized. The gardens were intended for the
families staying at the RMH to have fresh produce to use as they prepared meals. After a short
discussion, the After Six members decided this was a service they could perform, even with their small
membership.

Early in the spring of 2016 members explored the garden areas indicated. They were two small areas,
approximately 10’ x 3’ each with what appeared to be a drip watering system. The (INSERT PHOTO 1)
beds were originally donated by a local chemical plant and were designated by the donor to remain as
food sources for the residents of the RMH. The House contained a family kitchen as well as a

commercial kitchen. The family kitchen was specifically for the use of those resident families who

wanted or needed to prepare special meals for themselves or a family member while residing at the RMH.
The idea was that these gardens would provide a source of fresh produce as much as possible through the
year. Since this area of Georgia has a long growing season, hopes were high that fresh food could be
available as much as nine months of the year.



Application

In March 2016 the After Six club members brought a wide variety of vegetable plants along with some
fresh soil and fertilizer. Since the borders of the courtyard were planted with maturing shrubs, but were
lacking flowers, members also brought native plants and perennials to enhance those planting areas
(INSERT PHOTO 2). That first spring season members planted several varieties of tomatoes and peppers,
green beans, cucumbers, squash, parsley, dill, basil and oregano. Members set up a schedule to provide
weekly maintenance for the garden.

Despite our best efforts, the first year was a disheartening experience. While planting, we realized that
the soil depth was just about 8”. The courtyard is located in the middle of the Medical College of
Georgia complex, surrounded by brick buildings, paved parking areas and driveways, and a parking
building. Temperatures that summer reached the triple digits for days at a time. The garden did not
produce any useable food that year. (INSERT PHOTO 3)

Unfortunately, this trend continued despite our best efforts, with an occasional tomato or pepper
available for harvest. A few of the herbs that were replanted each year managed to survive, but there
was no evidence of their use by the resident families. Even through COVID we were able to plant this
outdoor space, but with little harvest. The two blueberry bushes planted in 2019 survived with very slow
growth and very few berries. The strawberry plants continued to grow but did not produce many
berries. (INSERT PHOTO 4) Through further investigation we discovered that the irrigation system that
we thought was watering our beds when we could not get there was not working, a large part of our
problem.



Application

In 2021 the club decided that major steps were needed to overhaul both vegetable beds. Since the club
is a very small one with only 8-10 active members in any year, our funds were extremely limited.
Fortunately our local Garden Club Council decided on a post-pandemic incentive for all their member
clubs. Each club was able to request up to $1000 to be used toward a local project. After Six took
immediate advantage of this offering, requesting and receiving the maximum. The Club also applied to
the Garden Club of Georgia Garden Therapy Grant program for a matching grant with a maximum of
$250. Those funds were received and added to the funds from our Council. The Club had received a
Deep South award with a $250 prize for a project with native plants at a nearby state park and those
funds were added to the other amounts to give us a total of $1550 to spend on the RMH project.

As soon as the repair project was completed in the spring of 2021, 5 of the current 11 club members
reported to the garden again with vegetables and herbs in hand for planting. With fingers crossed,
tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, green beans, peppers...were planted. (INSERT PHOTO 5) Finally! The
summer of 2021 provided a successful harvest. One of the RMH employees helped out by keeping
watch on anything ripening and picked the produce, placing it in the family kitchen for residents’ use.
(INSERT PHOTO 6)



Using the Rubric

Using the Scoring Rubric

The Scoring Rubric is designed to guide you and the judges in looking for specific information.
Some of the scoring points receive just a few points; others receive significantly more. Fractions
of points may be given when judging, especially in a close competition. As you review your initial
writing, be sure to look at each scoring point to ensure you have included clear, concise details
covering that point. Adjust your application as necessary.



Using the Rubric

NGC Awards Program
General Scoring Rubric

Maximum Points
Presentation 5 Total

Cover sheet included with all sections completed

Application adheres to 3 single page limit unless other size
specified in award description
Application neat and concise, 1

Achievement Ru bric ReVieW_GS Total

Meets NGC Mission & Goals

6
scope ot gt @ Y TTTPOT tant|stept
7

Need identified

Benefit to target (members/recipients/community/etc.) 10

Accomplishment of goals

Comprehensiveness of work

Activities to attain goals explained

Evaluation of goals reached

Educational
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Prior Planning

This step should be completed prior to inserting photos. The number of photos you can
use will depend on the amount of text you have!
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Ask another person to read your application while considering the designated scoring rubric. Are
there places where you could add just a bit more information to make your application stronger?



Inserting Photos

Photo Enhancement

Adding photos to your application will provide the visuals to show the actual work that has
been done. When adding photos, remember the total amount of pages is critical. Any
application not adhering to the set guidelines will be disqualified. Determine which photos
will truly enhance the telling of your story. Three to five photos are normally sufficient. By
adding those where they fit into the text you can avoid the need for adding labels for the
photos. Please be sure the photo of your “finished product” is a top-quality photo as these
may be pulled from your application to use in a presentation of NGC winning awards!



The focus of each photo should be on the work taking
place, not the people. Avoid posed photos when possible.

In 2015 some of the 13 members of the After Six Garden Club in Augusta, Georgia were busily
decorating a Christmas tree in the playroom at the local Ronald McDonald House (RMH). The volunteer
coordinator came by and mentioned that they were looking for a group to plant and take care of the
vegetable gardens in their courtyard. She noted that the gardens had been installed when the facility
was built (approximately 2 years prior), but had never been utilized. The gardens were intended for the
families staying at the RMH to have fresh produce to use as they prepared meals. After a short
discussion, the After Six members decided this was a service they could perform, even with their small

membership.
Typically, the first photo will be a “before” photo.

Early in the spring of 2016 members explored the garden areas indicated. They were two small areas,
approximately 10’ x 3’ each with what appeared to be a drip watering system. The (INSERT PHOTO 1)
beds were originally donated by a local chemical plant and were designated by the donor to remain as

Inserting photos within the text.

food sources for the residents of the RMH. The House contained a family kitchen as well as a
commercial kitchen. The family kitchen was specifically for the use of those resident families who
wanted or needed to prepare special meals for themselves or a family member while residing at the
RMH. The idea was that these gardens would provide a source of fresh produce as much as possible
through the year. Since this area of Georgia has a long growing season, hopes were high that fresh food
could be available as much as nine months of the year.



Inserting photos within the text
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Early in the spring of 2016 members explored the garden areas indicated. They were two small arfas,
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Inserting photos within the text -- Resizing

In 2015 some of the 13 members of the After Six Garden Club in Augusts, Georgia wers busily
decorating 3 Christmas tree in the playroom at the local Ronald MoDonald House (RMH). The volunteer
coordinator came by and mentioned that they were looking for a group to plant and take care of the
vegetable gardens in their courtyard. She notzd that the gardens had been instzlled when the facility
was built {approximataly 2 years prior) hut had never bean utilized. The gardens were intended for tha
families staying at the RMH to have fresh produce to use as they prepared meals. After 3 short
discussion, the After Six members decided this was a service they could perform, even with their small
membership.

Ezrly in the spring of 2016 members explored the garden areas indicated. They wers two small areas,
approximately 10 = 3° each with what appeared to be 3 drip watering system. The [INSERT PHOTO 1)

Photo will be much larger than you
can use in your document, so you
will need to resize it.




Inserting photos within the text -- Resizing

Click on the photo. Circles will
appear.

Placing the cursor on any empty
circle allows you to increase or
decrease overall size of picture.

The circular arrow allows you to
rotate the photo in any
direction, to any degree you
would like.
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vegetable gardens In their courtyard. She noted that the gardens had been Installed when the tacility
was built (approximately 2 years prior), but had never been utilized. The gardens were intended for the
families staying at the RMH to have fresh produce to use as they prepared meals. After a short
discussion, the After Six members decided this was a service they could perform, even with their small
membership.

Early in the spring of 2016 members explored the garden areas indicated. They were two small areas, YOU r phOtO IS NOW
promm Iy 10'x 3 eh with what appeared to be a drip watering system. The (INSERT PHOTO 1) a bout the correct Size,

but it is certainly not
where you need it to
be.

It’s time to relocate the
photo!

Inserting photos within the text — location of picture

beds were originally donated by a local chemical plant and were designated by
the donor to remain as food sources for the residents of the RMH. The House contained a family
kitchen as well as a commercial kitchen. The family kitchen was specifically for the use of those resident
families who wanted or needed to prepare special meals for themselves or a family member while
residing at the RMH. The idea was that these gardens would provide a source of fresh produce as much
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Inserting photos within the text — location of picture
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vegetable gardens in their courtyard. >he noted that the gardens had been Installed when the taciity
was built (approximately 2 years prior), but had never been utilized. The gardens were intended for the
families staying at the RMH to have fresh produce to use as they prepared meals. After a short
discussion, the After Six members decided this was a service they could perform, even with their small
membership.

Early in the spring of 2016 members explored the garden areas indicated. They were two small areas,
approximately 10’ x 3’ each with what appeared to be a drip watering system. The (INSERT PHOTO 1)
beds were originally donated by a local chemical plant and were designated by the donor to remain as
food sources for the residents of the RMH. The House contained a family kitchen as well as a
commercial kitchen. The family kitchen was specifically for the use of those resident families who
wanted or needed to prepare special meals for themselves or a family member while residing at the
RMH. The idea was that these gardens would provide a source of fresh produce as much as possible
through the year. Since this area of Georgia has a long growing season, hopes were high that fresh food
could be available as much as nine months of the year.

In March 2016 the After Six club members brought a wide variety of vegetable
plants along with some fresh soil and fertilizer. Since the borders of the
courtyard were planted with maturing shrubs, but were lacking flowers,
members also brought native plants and perennials to enhance those planting
areas (INSERT PHOTO 2). That first spring season members planted several

maintenance for the garden.

Despite our best efforts, the first year was a disheartening experience. While
planting, we realized that the soil depth was just about 8”. The courtyard is_
by brick buildings, paved parking areas and driveways, and a parking building.
Temperatures that summer reached the triple digits for days at a time. The
garden did not produce any useable food that year. (INSERT PHOTO 3)

Unfortunately, this trend continued despite our best efforts, with an occasional tomato or pepper
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Inserting photos within the text — Resizing

=
vegetable gardens in thelir courtyard. she noted that the gardens had been Installed when the raciity

was built (approximately 2 years prior), but had never been utilized. The gardens were intended for the
families staying at the RMH to have fresh produce to use as they prepared meals. After a short

discussion, the After Six members decided this was a service they could perform, even with their small
F S

Early in the spring of 2016 members explored the garden areas indicated.

Al

They were two small areas, approximately 10 x 3’ each with what appeared to
be a drip watering system. The (INSERT PHOTO 1) beds were originally
donated by a local chemical plant and were designated by the donor to remain

as food sources for the residents of the RMH. The House contained a family

kitchen as well as a commercial kitchen. The family kitchen was specifically for
the use of those resident families who wanted or needed to prepare specjz
meals for themselves or a family member while residing at the RMH. The
was that these gardens would provide a source of fresh produce as much as
possible through the year. Since this area of Georgia has a long growing

season, hopes were high that fresh food could be available as much as nine
onths of the year.

In March 2016 the After Six club members brought a wide variety of ve
plants along with some fresh soil and fertilizer. Since the borders of the
courtyard were planted with maturing shrubs, but were lacking flowers, members also brought native
plants and perennials to enhance those planting areas (INSERT PHOTO 2). That first spring season
members planted several varieties of tomatoes and peppers, green beans, cucumbers, squash, parsley,

Georgia complex, surrounded by brick buildings, paved parking areas and driveways, and a parking
building. Temperatures that summer reached the triple digits for days at a time. The garden did not
produce any useable food that year. (INSERT PHOTO 3)

Unfortunately, this trend continued despite our best efforts, with an occasional tomato or pepper
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Inserting photos within the text — Resizing

1
vegetable gardens in their courtyard. she noted that the gardens had been installed when the racility

was built (approximately 2 years prior), but had never been utilized. The gardens were intended for the
families staying at the RMH to have fresh produce to use as they prepared meals. After a short
discussion, the After Six members decided this was a service they could perform, even with their small

|'-'-hl-:q..l'.

Early in the spring of 2016 members explored the garden areas indicated. They

were two small areas, apprt each with what appeared tobea

drip watering system. The
local chemical plant and were designated by the donor to remain as food sources
for the residents of the RMH. The House contained a family kitchen as well as a
commercial kitchen. The family kitchen was specifically for the use of those
resident families who wanted or needed to prepare special meals for themselves
or a family member while residing at the RMH. The idea was that these gardens
would provide a source of fresh produce as much as possible through the year.
Since this area of Georgia has a long growing season, hopes were high that fresh

food could be available as much as nine months of the year.
Toeee— "

In March 2016 the After Six club members brought a wide variety of vegetable plants along with some
fresh soil and fertilizer. Since the borders of the courtyard were planted with maturing shrubs, but were
lacking flowers, members also brought native plants and perennials to enhance those planting areas

Decreased size of photo to fit size of paragraph. Removed reminder note to Insert photo.



Inserting photos within the text — Cropping

In March 2016 the After Six club members brought a wide
variety of vegetable plants along with some fresh soil and
fertilizer. Since the borders of the courtyard were planted
with maturing shrubs, but were lacking flowers, members
also brought native plants and perennials to enhance
those planting areas. That first spring season members
planted several varieties of tomatoes and peppers, green

Members set up a schedule to provide weekly
maintenance for the garden.

Despite our best efforts, the first year was a R ARRRRERRRARRREREER e FRsa R irr
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disheartening experience. While planting, we realized
that the soil depth was just about 8”. The courtyard is.
complex, surrounded by brick buildings, paved parking
areas and driveways, and a parking building.
Temperatures that summer reached the triple digits for

days at a time. The garden did not produce any useable
food that year.

Unfortunately, this trend continued despite our best efforts, with an occasional

Photo too tomato or pepper available for harvest. A few of the herbs that were replanted
E rge for each year managed to survive, but there was no evidence of their use by the

. resident families. Even through COVID we were able to plant this outdoor Lspace, but
265 It with little harvest. The two blueberry bushes planted in 2019 survived with very slow
should growth and very few berries. The strawberry plants continued to grow but did not
occupy. produce many berries. Through further investigation we discovered that the

irrigation system that we thought was watering our beds when we could not get
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In March 2016 the After Six club members brought a wide
variety of vegetable plants along with some fresh soil and
fertilizer. Since the borders of the courtyard were planted
with maturing shrubs, but were lacking flowers, members
also brought native plants and perennials to enhance
those planting areas. That first spring season members
planted several varieties of tomatoes and peppers, green

Members set up a schedule to provide weekly
maintenance for the garden.

Despite our best efforts, the first year was a
disheartening experience. While planting, we realized
that the soil depth was just about 8”. The courtyard is_

AL
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complex, surrounded by brick buildings, paved parking
areas and driveways, and a parking building.

Temperatures that summer reached the triple digits for

ebch year managed to survive, but there was no evidence of their use by the
ré¢sident families. Even through COVID we were able to plant this outdoor space, but
ith little harvest. The two blueberry bushes planted in 2019 survived with very slow
gfowth and very few berries. The strawberry plants continued to grow but did not
produce many berries. Through further investigation we discovered that the
igrigation system that we thought was watering our beds when we could not get
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Inserting photos within the text — Cropping

Temperatures that summer reached the triple digits for

days at a time. The garden did not produce any useable
food that year.

Unfortunately, this trend continued despite our best efforts, with an occasional tomato
or pepper available for harvest. A few of the herbs that were replanted each year
managed to survive, but there was no evidence of their use by the resident families. Even
through COVID we were able to plant this outdoor space, but with little harvest. The two
blueberry bushes planted in 2019 survived with very slow growth and very few berries.
The strawberry plants continued to grow but did not produce many berries. Through
further investigation we discovered that the |rr|gat|0|n system that we thought was
watering our beds when we could not get there was not working, a large part of our problem.

Completed cropping of photo. Much better fit with paragraph and
emphasizes appropriate content. To be sure each photo remains with the
describing paragraph once again select Picture Format>Wrap Text>Move with
Text.



Inserting photos within the text — location of picture

The family kitchen was specifically for the use of those resident families who
wanted or needed to prepare special meals for themselves or a family member
while residing at the RMH. The idea was that these gardens would provide a
source of fresh produce as much as possible through the year. Since this area of
Georgia has a long growing season, hopes were high that fresh food could be

available as much as nine months of the year.

In March 2016 the After Six club members brought a wide variety of vegetable plants along with some
fresh soil and fertilizer. Since the borders of the courtyard were planted with maturing shrubs, but were
lacking flowers, members also brought native plants and perennials to enhance those planting areas.
That first spring season members planted several varieties of tomatoes and peppers, green beans,
cucumbers, squash, parsley, dill, basil and oregano. Members set up a schedule to provide weekly

maintenance for the garden.

More information on how to place the photo where you want it to be.
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The family kitchen was specifically for the use of those resident families who
wanted or needed to prepare special meals for themselves or a family member
while residing at the RMH. The idea was that these gardens would provide a
source of fresh produce as much as possible through the year. Since this area of
Georgia has a long grow;

tseason, hopes were high that fresh food could be

available as much as ning months of the year.

In March 2016 the After Six club members brought a wide variety of vegetable plants along with some
fresh soil and fertilizer. Since the borders of the courtyard were planted with maturing shrubs, but were
lacking flowers, members also brought native plants and perennials to enhance those planting areas.
That first spring season members planted several varieties of tomatoes and peppers, green beans,

maintenance for the garden.
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11 club members reported to the garden again with vegetables and herbs in hand
for planting. With fingers crossed, tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, green beans,
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The family kitchen was specifically for the use of those resident families who
wanted or needed to prepare special meals for themselves or a family member
while residing at the RMH. The idea was that these gardens would provide a

source of fresh produce as much as possible through the year. Since this area of

Georgia has a long growing season, hopes were high that fresh food could be
available as much as nine months of the year.

Photo too close ’ In Mafch 2016 the After Six club members brought a wide
to text after Wrap. ariety of vegetable plants along with some fresh soil and
" r. Since the borders of the courtyard were planted
aturing shrubs, but were lacking flowers, members

Georgia complex, surrounded by brick buildings, paved parking areas and driveways, and a parking
building. Temperatures that summer reached the triple digits for days at a time. The garden did not
produce any useable food that year. (INSERT PHOTO 3)
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In March 2016 the After Six club members brought a wide
variety of vegetable plants along with some fresh soil and
fertilizer. Since the borders of the courtyard were planted
with maturing shrubs, but were lacking flowers, members
also brought native plants and perennials to enhance
those planting areas. That first spring season members
planted several varieties of tomatoes and peppers, green

Members set up a schedule to provide weekly
maintenance for the garden.

- Adding a photo frame is an easy way to push text further away from photo edge.
Select Picture Format, then choose from Picture Styles shown.



Final Appearance

Final Appearance

Now that you have written your story, included all points from the scoring rubric, and added
beautiful photos to really show your project, it’s time to check the overall appearance of your
application. Remember that the judges can be influenced by the care you take in making the
appearance visually pleasing.



Adding Header and Footer

G-2 Applicatio

Ad d h e a d e r- 2015 some of the members of the After Six Garden Club in Augusta, Georgia were busily decorating 2
®  iristmas tree in the playroom at the local Ronald McDenald House (RMH). The voluntesr coordinator
ne by and mentioned that they wers looking for 2 group to plant and take care of the vegetable
Se I e Ct I n Se rt, ‘denz in their courtyard. She noted that the gardens had been installed when the facility was built
pproximately 2 years prior],_but had never been utilized. The gardens were intended for the families

t h e n H ea d e r =ying at the RMH to have fresh produce to use as they prepared meals. After 2 short discussion, the
. .fter 3ix members decided this was a service they could perform, even with their small membership.

& Foote r, Early in the spring of 2016 members explored the garden areas indicated. Thay
ere two small areas, approximately 10° x 3' each with what appeared to be a

G OOd to a d d rip watering system. The beds were originzlly donsted by = local chemical plant

1d were designated by the donor to remain as food sources for the residents of
the RMMH. The House contained a family kitchen as well as = commercizl kitchen.
n u m b e r Of The family kitchen was specifically for the use of those resident families who
wanted or needed to prepare specdal meals for themselves or 2 family member

Awa rd a n d while residing =t the RMH. The idea was that these gardens would provide a

source of fresh produce 25 much as possible through the year. Since this area of

n a m e Of Georgia has 2 long growing =eason, hopes were high that fresh food could be
available as much az nine months of the year. e

Garden Club.
Add page
number for
Footer.

In March 2016 the After 3ix club members brought 3 wide
wariety of vegetable plants along with some fresh soil and
fertilizer. Since the borders of the courtyard were planted
with maturing shrubs, but were lacking flowers, members
zlso brought native plants and perennials to enhance
those planting aress. That first spring season members
planted zeveral varieties of tomatoss and peppers, green

besns, cucumbers, squash, parsley, dill, pasi] 2nd oregano.
hembers set up a schedule to provide weekly
maintemance for the garden.

Despite our best efforts, the first year was a
disheartening experience. While planting, we realized
that the soil depth was just about 3. The courtyard j5.
lacated jn the middie of the Medical College of Geaorgiz
complex, surrounded by brick buildings, paved parking
areas and driveways, and a parking building.
Temperzstures that summer reached the triple digits for
days at 2 time. The garden did not produce any useabls
food that year.

Unfortunately, this trend continued despite our best efforts, with an accasionsl tomato or
pepper available for harvest. A few of the herbs that were replanted each year managed
to survive, but there was no evidence of their use by the resident families. Even throusgh
COVID we were able to plant this outdoor space, but with little harvest. The twio blueberry
bushes planted in 2019 survived with very slow growth and very few berries. The
strawberry plants continued to grow but did not produce many berries. Through further
investigation we discovered that the irrigation system thet we thought was watering our

G-2 Application After Six Garden Club

In 2021 the club decided that major steps were needed to overhaul both vegetable beds. Since the club
iz @ wery small one with only 8-10 active members in any year, our funds were extremely limited.
Enrtunately gur loczl Garden Club Council decided om a post-pandemic incentive for all their member
dubs. Ezch club was ablz to request up to $1000 to be used toward 3 local praject. After Six took

immediate adwantage of this offering, requesting and receiving the maximum. The Club also applisd to N Ote p a ra g ra p h

the Garden Club of Georgia Garden Therapy Grant program for 2 matching grant with @ maximum of

5250. Those funds were received and added to the funds from cur Council. The Club had received a O n fu n d i n g; n O

Deep South award with 2 5250 prize for 3 praject with native plants at a nearby state park and those

funds were added to the other amounts to give us a total of 51550 to spend on the RMH project. p h OtO b ut
4

Realizing that club memkbers did not hawe the expertise or physical ability to complete the work ext re m e I

ourselves, we hired a local Iandscaper to raize the beds 4%, repair the irrigation system and add sail to fill y

the additional height. The total charge for the project was 51550, with the additional 550 coming from

our club funds. I m p O rta nt

As snon as the repair project was completed i the spring of 2021, 5 of the . .
current 11 club members reported to the garden again with vegetables and I nfO r m at I O n .
herbs in hand for planting. With fingers crossed, tomatoes, cucumbers,

squash, green beans, peppers..were planted.

Fimally! The summer of 2021 provided a successful harvest.
One of the RMH employess helped qut by keeping watch on
anything ripening and picked the produce, placing it in the
family kitchen for residents’ use.

peappiisinert

Clubk members are excited to finally have 3 successful food pmjeniand the employees at the Ronald
WcDonald House have expressed their thanks and the gratitude of the residents to hawve the fresh
produce available without having to make a trip to the store, taking valuable time awsay from their sick
child. This project will continue to be supported by the members of After Six Garden Club.

All phots insérted; header added; applfcation with photos only uses 2 pages, so enlarge text and photos.
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Text and photos enlarged. Print now at Calibri 12. Emphasize the final product by
enlarging that photo the most. Overall look still needs improving—jagged ends
of lines within paragraphs.
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5 Applcition Lfter S Dt chim Juty

In 2015 same of the members of the Afber Sk Garden Club in Sugusta, Georgia wees busily
decoraking a Christras tree inthe: playroom at the local Ronald RMcDorald House [FMHL The
wolunbesr coordirabor care by and mentioned that ey wene looking for a grovp bo plant and
take care of the vegetable garders in thedr courtyard. She nobed thak the garders had beon
ratalled when the fadliby was bullt |approsimately 3 years pricebut had newer been utilzec.
The: gardens were intenced for the familles staying at the BMH to have fresh procuce bo vse as
they prepared meals. After a short diszussian, the After 56 members decided this was a serice
theey could perform, even with their small membership

Earty in thee spring of 2006 members explored the garden anzas ingicated
Treey were: bwo small areas, approdmately 10° 1 37 each with what appeares
to b a cip wadenng system. The beds were criginally conated by a kocal
chemical plant and were designated by the donor bo remain as food sources
fior tha residents of the R%H. The House contained a family ktchen as sell
2 a cammaergial Michen. The family kichen was specfically for the use of
thezee: resident families wha wanted or reeded to prepare spedal meals for
themezhves ora family member while residing at the AMH. The idea was
that these garcens would provide a source off fresh produce a madh as
passibibe through the year. Snce this area of Georgla b a long growing
season, hopes were high thak fresh focd ool be avallable o rasch as nine
maonths of the year.

i March 2006 the After Six chub members brought a
wide variety of wegetable plants along with some
fresh soil and fertibzer. Sinoe te borders of the
courtyard were planted with maturing shrubs, but
werne lacking flowers, members also brought native
plants and perennials o enhance those planting
areas. That first spring season members plarted
seyeral varieties of torratoes and peppers, green
beans, cucurbers, sopash, parsley, dill, basl ard
creganc. Mermbers set up a schecule o provide
weekly maintenance for the garden

Diespite cur best efforts, the first year sas a
didheartening experience. While planting, we
realinec that the soll depth was |ust about 27, The
courtyand bsdocaterin the middle of the Medical
Colkege of Georga comple, surounded by brick
bulcings, paved parking areas and driveways, and a
parking bulcing. Termperatures that summer
reachad the triple cighs for days at a tirme. The
garden gl not produ ce sy ustable food that year.

PR C L L e e L L T

plcition kit S Coalee chir Cluty

Urifortunately, this trend continued desplte our best efforts, with an
ooiaskral tomato or pepper avallable for harvest. A few af the: heros
that were replanted eadh year managed to survive, but there was no
avidence of their use by the resident families. Even through COVID we
wene abbe to plant this cutdoor space, but wath little harvest. The two
blueberny bushes planted in 2019 surndsed with very dow growth and
wery few berries. The strosbenny planks continued to grow bt did rot
procuce many berres. Through further investigabion we discovered that
the migation sy=tem that we thought was satering our beds whien we
could mat gt there was not working, a large part of our problerm,

In 2021 the chib dedded that major steps were needed to overraul both vegetable beds. Since
the <lub is a wery small ane with anly 8-10active members inany year, aur funds were
oitreme by bmited. Fartunately our local Garden Chub Councll decided on a post-pandemic
irceritive for all their member chubs. Each dub was able to request up 1o 51000 to be used
tovwart a local project. After 5o took immediate advantage of this offenng. meuestipg and
receiving the macmum. The Chib also applied to the Garden Oub of Geengla Garden Therapy
Grant program for a matching grant with a masimum of 5250 Those funds were recelved ane
acdder bo thie funds from cur Councl. The Club Fag recsived a Deep South award with a 2350
prize for 3 project with native plants a1 3 neary state park and those furds wene added to the
atker arnounis bo ghe ws a tokal of 51550 to spered on the FMH projed.

Aealizing that club members did not hawe the expertise or physical abiliey to complete the work
ourselves, we hined a local landscaper to raise the beds 4%, repair the imigation system and add
soil to Fill the addtianal height. The total drarge for the praject was 51330, with the adeitioral
550 comming fram our club funds.

A5 soon as e repair project waees completed in e spring af 2021, 5 af
the cument 12 dub members reported to the garden again with
wegetables aned herbis inhand far planting. ‘With fingers crossed,
tomakoess, uoumbers, squash, green bears, peppers.sere planted.

5 Appliciti on bfbir S Caltr dims iy

Finally! The summer of 2021 provides a successful harvest. One of the AME em ployess belped,
ot by keeping watch on anthing ripening and plcked the produce, pladng it in the family
Mtchen for redcents’ use.

Club rmernibers are eecibec b finally have a successful food project and the employees at the
Ronald hcDanald House have expressed their thanks and the gratitude of the residents to
hane the fresh produce avallable vathout hawing ta rake a trip to the stare, taking vakable
tire sy from thier sick child. This project wall continue to be supparted by the members of
After Ste Garden Oub

Font enlarged one size, photos realigned; still looks a bit awkward.
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Selected Home, then Justify in the Paragraph section to align all paragraphs for a smooth, finished look.
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After Six Garden Club

G-3 Application

The gardens were intended for the families staying at the RM = fresh produce to use as

they prepared meals. After a short discussion, the After Six members decided this was a service

they could perform, even with their small membership.

Early in the spring of 2016 members explored the garden areas indicated.
They were two small areas, approximately 10’ x 3’ each with what appeared
to be a drip watering system. The beds were originally donated by a local

Be sure to go back through and correct any spelling or grammatical errors shown by Word. Also,
it’s good to have someone else read over your text for clarity and editing.



You have experienced pride in a completed project and you can experience pride in a
well-written award application by following the suggestions in these slides.

Remember that important last step of having another person review your application,
preferably someone not familiar with the project so they can read with an objective
view. Carefully consider any suggestions they might have to make your application earn
more points.

Your state chairman may even ask you to “beef up” some parts of your application after

you have submitted it to them. This is perfectly acceptable! Just be sure to adhere to
the page guidelines and submission deadline to NGC!!

Happy Applying!
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